
Chasing my Y-DNA part 1
1. Do not sell, but please share. Clips will be utilized as references, and some of 

these clips may be copyrighted, but my work within the structure of the writing 
is free for others to share, a strong concept past to me from my father, and 
should not be considered copyrighted. The clips of outside references, are utilized 
in the manner which my many great grand father who left testimony for the Salem 
Witch Trials, two other people were referenced, but he did not dispose the name 
of the girl. The girl is felt to be related. The manner which references are used, 
and the protection of family secrets will be a concern.

2.  This is a personal search. The environment in which I live is a mainly 
Indigenous American environment, in which language before, the introduction of 
European written language, people are dependent on others to carry a piece of the 
full story. In the writing will try to puzzle the pieces together. Some places it will 
seem that I am highly analytical, other places it will seem like the writer is off 
topic, or scatter brained. Since I am of an environment, in which in a pow-wow 
the dances wear different regalia and each dances their own style and this is 
basically a requirement of pow-wow dancers, and a lot of people may be from an 
environment, which people dance are dressed similar, and dance similar and in 
synch with such as a formal waltz, and if in the reader's eyes I am not of that 
format, it is not my problem. The writer is from New Mexico and concept to 
think about; That many scatter brained scientists, created a chain reaction, in a 
man made substance, in New Mexico named after what used to be a planet 
discovered by a New Mexican.  The first atomic “device” chain reacted in a man 
made element of Plutonium, named after what use to be the planet of Pluto 
discovered by a New Mexican, at a site called Trinity. It can be like genealogy, a 
concept (such as a chain reaction), was  at first difficult to accept, then when 
demonstrated to be correct (not many at first accept), the substance of the 
ideology is man made (can not be accepted because elements are found in nature), 
then not accept because of the bases its name (Pluto is no longer a planet, can 
Plutonium be a substance?).

If there are questions or commits the writer needs to know. The writer even in a lot of 
cases by following up, concepts one may not think to be true has learned a lot.
All genealogy has errors, and errors need to be corrected, so assistance in corrections, 
and shoring up that which has been found will be useful. 

With Y-DNA in the mix it makes genealogy a lot different today than in my father's day 



of do genealogy. So some people follow others in the way they interpret material, where 
the writer will be correlating, geographic, linguistic evolution, and cultural migrations, 
and does not of a worship  Y-DNA as a major factor in itself, but thinks it can assist 
genealogical research which has been done in the past.

It should be noted that Y-DNA, is of males only, and follows the father's father. Like 
males can not be pregnant females do not carry the Y-DNA. It is said that the male gets 
half his characteristics from his father. Though some may not thing that I can be correct 
will be chasing my father's characteristics down the line in this writing. If  I trace my 
own down the line, some will question whether they are actually my characteristics, and 
do not want to come in conflict with the reader on the topic. It is hope by a 
demonstration of my analytical, conceptualize, and synthesized in a manner in which 
others can understand, one will hopefully be able to interpret my traits.

It should be noted that the same half (“Y”) is past from father to son, so that half should 
be in the son over the centuries. One can not chose their ancestors; it is felt some 
genealogists may feel that statement is not true. Like the writer says it is a personal 
search, so accuracy to the writer is a up most concern, even though people with similar 
Y-DNA may not consider the work correct, this is not a consideration because in 
following the pre Y-DNA patterns of ones father Loren S. Elliott, genealogy to this 
genealogist is a second generation hobby, and as a amateur is hope it the genealogy is 
done in the style of Bobby Jones the amateur golfer from Georgia was to golf.



It therefore appears correct to regard the earlier Saxon form of spelling as archaic and 
to refer to the clan as Ellots until about 1650 when the name was changes to Elliot.

The intorduction of an i into the name Ellot was without doubt, unfortunate. It  
immediately confused the Clan with the well-known English Norman family of St.  
Germains, settled in the West Country and South Wales and in not way related, whose  
name was derived from Alyot. And it confused sill furthuer the already indeterminate  
origin of those whose name was spelt with two Ls and two Ts.

THE ELLIOTS The Storey of a Border Clan--A Genealogical History by The Dowager Lady Eliott of 
Stobs and Sir Arthur Eliott, 11th Baronet of Stobs



The above is a scan made from book, as referenced. 

The only serious contention remaining, which is favoured by some modern 
historians, ascribes the surname to the fairly common old Northumbrian christian  
name of Elwold of Elwald. While convenient in its simplicity, evidence of the Clan's  
connection is lacking and, with only two references to Elwald as a surname prior to  
1400---in 1230 and 1357 (in Northumberland)--we have no was of testing the validity  
of this theory.    THE ELLIOTS The Story of a Border Clan, Arthur Eliott 1986

From an Old English Elwald or Elwold (1974). To an old Northumbrian christian 
name of Elwold of Elwald (1986).

Today, would have to considered if a person had the name Ellot what name would it become? 
As it is for today it was in the past the name Elliot existed as a variant to Norman family of 
names of Ælyot, (where a exchange e, and y exchange i  and singularization or doubling  the l 



and/or t )would the name Ellot become Elliot? The previous question are give to answer a 
question for the reader whether the archaic Saxon, Ellot name spelled and pronounced as 
spelled could become the already formed Norman, Elliot name by inserting an i.  

It can be seen that Sir Arthur Eliott, is having a difficult explaining to people of the change 
from Ellot to Elliot.

Evolution of the name Ælfwald.

Above map gives location in red of Northumbria, plus Hexam and Church of St Elwold Hatton.



Ælf-wald.

Ælf

Ælf in etymology, proto-Germanic, Old Saxon, Middle High German, Old Norse and Swedish.



Wald

Note low German wold
So  Ælfwald is basically German-Nordic (Anglo-Saxon) elf of the wood(s).
But in becoming Elwald it became to mean of the wood(s).



There being a St Elwold in Hatton, and St  Ælfwald Northumbrian king with bones 
buried at an abbey in Hexam, it can be said that Elwald is a Christian (Church of Rome) 
name, with Anglo-Saxon (German-Nordic) roots.

two references to Elwald as a surname prior to 1400---in 1230 and 1357 (in  
Northumberland)   Arthur Eliott  1986

Finding a Robert Elwald of Remyngton (Rimmington), son of Alan.
Since there was a line of Robert of Redheugh this gives support to Arthur Eliott that the 
Elwald are of Northumbria/Northumberland.



The above shows a Thomas filius (son of) Elwald de (of) Hedreslawe, Willelmus 
(William) Scot (Scott) de Inethal, listed in sequence in Northumberland in 1275. One 
can see by the example that Elwald is beginning to be developed in the region as a 
surname, and Thomas filius Elwald is about to become Thomas Elwald.  By 1305 it 
becomes a surname of Robert Elwald.  It should be noted the further north one goes in 
Northumbria/Northumberland the more the Elwald as oppose to the Elwold spelling of 
the name is used.  Thomas de Graham (now Grantham) is listed. The above gives 
credence to the concept that the Elwald, Graham, and Scott, allies one the border 
originated in Northumberland (England).

Also shows that Elwald was a personal name of and Anglo-Saxon king which became 
saint then somewhere between 1275 and 1305 in Northumberland from a father's 
personal name Elwald became a surname.



A lot of people who receive Y-DNA numbers, rely on the numbers to figure out probable 
relations.  But can another method of number crunching figure out PSE (Pre Surname 
Emergence) families. Out of 155 total exact matches on Y-DNA 12.

For Cave; 20 (13%) exact matches on Y-DNA12



Dennis  10 (6%) exact matches on Y-DNA 12 

Gresham/Grisham/Grissom   9 (6%)  exact matches on Y-DNA 12



Scarborough  4 (3%)  exact matches of Y-DNA 12

Hugh Cave who administers the Y-DNA for the Cave family explained to me that the home of the Cave 
family was of Cave, where there is a North Cave and South Cave which are geographically close and 
would be geographically close to Cave of de Cave.

The core “group” within the project (Cave Family) are from the area of North and South Cave in South Yorkshire.  Hence  
the name.  There is a major problem with that area.  In 1068 William the Conqueror ravaged South Yorkshire to put down a  
rebellion.  Those he did not slaughter were taken off as slaves.  He then repopulated the area with his own people who could  
have been from anywhere.  On top of this we have the problem that surnames did not start to be used until people started to  
migrate outside of the area.  This occurred late 12th Century.
 
The Cave Family, in the main, were Lawyers, Churchmen, Knights etc.  Hence we have Alexander de Cave et al.  Question  
– “ who are you, where do you come from”?  Answer – “I am from North, or South Cave”.  Hence “de Cave” – of Cave.  At  
the same time members of the same family could be Tiler’s, Thatcher’s, Fletcher’s, Smith, and so on.  This became their  
surname.  

Hugh Cave

Though Elwald geographic, location is noted to be Northumberland, and the Liddell and Tweed names 
after river regions, which would be most local, names like de Douglas (Douglas Castle), de Graham 
(Grantor), a lot of surnames came from geographic locations. 

If my Y-DNA is distributed among families, which show geographic locations then the names should 
be randomly distributed. That means de Graham (Grantor) would have the same likelihood as de 
Douglas. If one was to take the names with the greatest Y-DNA matches would this indicate anything?

Lets say that towns A, B, C, and D are neighboring towns of families with the same Y-DNA, and Mr A, 
Mr B, Mr C and Mr D, received their surname from the town in which they came, and all share the 
same Y-DNA from being of same family in neighboring towns. Mr A, Mr B, Mr C and Mr D 
descendants seven hundred years later move away from each other, but noted on Family Tree their Y-
DNA are matches, and also noted that the towns from which they are name are close together, can it be 
concluded that they are for the region the neighboring towns A, B, C, and D?  



The four names which had 4 or more matches are Cave at 20, Dennis at 10, Gresham 
(Grisham & Grissom) at 9, and Scarborough at 4.  The name Dennis did not have a 
geographic location.

Given the names and plotting the three towns which are along the coast and the 
maximum number of names coming up at the center town, with Scarborough being north 
at 4 matches, Cave being center at 20 matches and Gresham being south at 9 matches.
Note; Dennis surname did not indicate a geographic location.

Though some people may call the geographic locations with the number of matches as 
being random, the writer feels that people will realize calling it random is a false 
conclusion.



The are a lot of different maps for the most are similar.



Likely group that my Y-DNA is of.

Given the above it looks as though that my Y-DNA could come from Germany to the 
East Coast of England.



It should be noted the Germany has some marker matches for M S Elliott.



Given surname distribution of the above for 1891 it can be safely said is that somewhere 
near Cave is where my Y-DNA most likely came into the region from and likely from 
Germany.
Mark S. Elliott                                                                  11/18/2012


