
Chasing my Y-DNA part 39
It is difficult to analysis, because a lot of puzzling together. Though 
the concept Bob brought forth, of the Elwald from south of the 
border. 

Arthur Eliott had written, which was not of interest the writer until 
one was getting closer to connecting the line.

The only serious contention remaining, which is favoured by some  
modern historians, ascribes the surname to the fairly common old  
Northumbrian christian name of Elwold or Elwald. While  
convenient in its simplicity, evidence of the Clan's connection is  
lacking and, with only two refernce to Elwald as a surname prior to 
1400-in 1230 and 1357 (in Northumberland)-we have no way of  
testing the validity of this theory.

THE ELLIOTS;
The Story of a Border Clan
Arthur Eliott    1986



So in 1986, Arthur Eliott, brings forth the concept of the only serious 
contention being attributed to Elwald/Elwold, of Northumbria christian 
(Church of Rome) origins, but in 1986 he felt there was not enough to verify 
this theory. So developing this proposed theory is concurrent with 
information previously put forth in 1986, by Arthur Eliott.

Basically the border crossed the Elwald.



It is felt that the Elwald had connections to the Scott previously to 
the placement of the Scottish Border.  The Scottish border changes 
things. 



In the placement of the Scottish border families; Elwald (Elliott), 
Kerr (Carr), and Armstrong were split by border placement. The 
ones north of the border, were considered as English but are felt to 
become the border reiving clans. This region became a self 
governing border clans. It is felt they reived each other in a manner 
in which some reivers may look on as having a surplus, they likely 
skimmed it off enough where the other clan would not chase after it.

Liddel became the region of the Elwald. Kershope (means valley of 
the Kerrs) Burn, is split by the border, and the Armstrong were on the Liddel 
down towards the Esk.  It should be noted that the region of the Douglas of 



Cavers, and the Scott, could be approached by going up the Tweed, as one 
can see the modern Anglo-Scottish border goes across the Tweed.

It is felt the Elwald of Cottingham were farmers to the Wakes of Cottingham, 
East Riding, Yorkshire manor, and of Liddel Strength, in the Kirkandrews 
region. When the land of Liddel Strength/Kirkandrews which the Elwald 
were farming was captured by Robert de Bruce, it was passed to Archibald 
Douglas, who also owned Cavers in Tyndale in the region of the Scott family. 
This is when ca 1320 the Elwald of Kirandrews/Liddesdale became Scottish. 
This does not represent all the Elwalds, at the time some with names of John 
and Robert were found near Hexam and York, this is what is felt to be Y-
DNA spillage. Though it is felt the name traveled from East Riding 
Yorkshire, on a given Y-DNA representative of the name, with forenames; 
Robert, John and William, and surname Elwald. Robert, John and William 
are Norman forenames, and Elwald is an  Anglo-Saxon christian surname.

It is felt whatever Y-DNA ended up on the Scottish side of the border because 
of border placement, over the generations there were attempt to segregate the 
two nations, and it is likely some people on the Scottish side may been in the 
state of surname accusation. John Elwald the 1418 rector of St Andrews 
University became rector of Kirkandrews, and a lot of people acquire 
surnames from religious leaders.

Segregating a Y-DNA from south of the border to the north side of the border 
allows it to incubate other Y-DNA. Though the surname developed south of 
the border, the Elwald Clan developed north of the border.
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