/]F,,'/ 8, 1965
3119 Vilura Pkwy,
Des Voines, Towa 50310

Dear Mrs. Anderson,

I was pleased to receivs your letter and avppreciate the
informetion end sugeestions, I have a lot to learn yet
bveforc I could bve qualified to be a professional genealoglst--
don't intend to get into that orofession, I was forfunate
to be able to attend this past winter & short course given

e part of the aduly sducatlon program on gensalogy. Pexrt

of this course was conducted by a Dr. Norval Wardle of Ames,
a membor of the Church of Jesus Christ of Tatter-Day Saints,
I have been purchasing various types of worksheets including
family group and pedigres sh:ets which are ratuer inexpensive
bubt can't rememover the drlee. I also vurchased a boolk from
hir. entitled "Censalozical Research Standards" publisied by
the Genealogleal Society of his church., He :lso recommended
"Doanets® and I will probably acoguire it, I imagine you are
ecquainted with the genealoglcal research and library of

this church~-I Knew nothing of it before taking this course,

If you will acquaint me with the informotion that you do &
don't have on the Kirby family, I will be glad to attempt to
trace dowu the needed information. Since writing you lest,
T received a nice letver from @ Mprs. Merritt Caviness of
Orient, Ia., giving me some informetion--some of which I
suspect was given them by Dr. leon, Her husband is the
grandson of David, son of Kirby. She also gave me the name
and address of the only surviving child of David, lrs, Laura
Bgeman (past 80). The Historical Library has e wealth of
meterial which T have been gotting acouainted with along
with census records, There i{s another such library in

Towa 6ity which contains 98 ¢ of all the federal census.
Both of these are rather Ppustreting, particularly the one
only a few blocks away ad they are only opem frowm 8 to &
during the week and closed on Saturdeys and Sundays.

am also agquiring meps of counties where ancestors have
lived in attempts to pin point where they have lived in
hopes of visiting many of these places some day. My famlly
and I like to travel and possess & camping traller wiich

we intend to make much use. My femily consists of besldes
my wife, Alme, three sons now 10, 14, & 15, I intend %O
take them on a long weeckend to Jefferson CO. and camp at

the State Park in that county and give ms o l1ittle oppor-
tunity to prowdlaround a 1itble without boring them to death,
I also plan 40 make other such trips throughout the couniry.
My wife's relatives all live in New York so will be making
trips that directions.

1 must close--will look forward to hearing from you again,
Sincerely,
¢ X c"\/c’“\/’ /!) égé(/: z,/ ‘ ; ‘
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1120 Lincoln Ave.,
Ann Arbor, Mich.,
10 April 1965.

My dear Mr, Elliott;

It 1s indeed a pleasure to hear from someone connected
with the Kirby part of the family - for I had almost given up on

being able to get any satisfactory work done on the Iowa members of
the Caviness family.

We are related; Kirby and Alfred were cousins who married
sisters, Esther and Axsah Osborn, in Indiana. The Osborns were Quakers
who left North Carolina in 1832 or 1833 with the youngest four of their
daughters, and settled in Hendrilx Co., Indiana; the first six of Kirby's
children have Indiana birthplaces, the last four were born in Iowa.
Alfred was my greatgrandfather; his wife's mother was with them in the
1860 census, and she died in 1861.

The Caviness family history was a hobby of my second cousin,
once remove, Dr, Leon Caviness. His widow has put into my keeping, all
of his notes and manuscripts, which I am arranging in a proper Genealogy
as I clear up the early problems, Dr, Leon collected names and birth-
dates, names of parents and place of residence, but he never got around
to beginning a true genealogy. Since the Caviness family 1s one that has
never been worked out, I am expecting to do this for all of the branches of
the family, so that each line can then do Jjust what you are working on -
the detailing of one particular line. Dr. Leon's information about Kirby's
descendants that I have, ends about the time that your mother was born;
I have her name and birthdate, but more recent information about several
members of the family, and your mother's married name, I got from Bertha
Gloer of Ames, Iowa, She 1is the daughter of Kirby's youngest daughter,
and so 1s really the end of that era of the family.. It will be of great
help to me, and to both of us, if you would be willing to work on the
Iowa part of the family, and I would appreciate it very much,

The records that I hav® prepared SO far of the Caviness family,
tell of a Huguenot immigrant, Henrl Cabanis, his wife, Marie, and infant
son who came to the Richmond area of Virginia in the summer of 1700, in
a boatload of Huguenots that had sailed from Gravesend, England. I can
account for the lifetime of Henri, part of the life,and the wife,of the
son, Henry Cavinis; I cannot yet prove beyond 2 doubt the facts about
the next generation. A couple of years ago, my husband and I went to the
North Carolina area, where a descendant of another member of the family
was working on his genealogy, and we cleared up almost all of the problems,
T now have a retired president of the American Genealogical Society working
on this one unknown link; when we put together all that can be found, we
will then be in a position to say that the family can be traced from 1700
down to the present, Dr., Leon was made a member of the Huguenot Society
of the descendants of Manakintowne, (I have his certificate) but as of now,
I do not believe that the evidence that he submitted for membership was
properly documented; for that reason, I have not pressed application for
my membership in the present national Huguenot Society. I do believe that
the time is near when those doors will be opened by the presentation of
unquestionable evldence - but I don't want to try and be turned down.

A7)



It may be presumptious, but I am inclosing one of the 'work-
sheets' that I use as I search through the families. You probably have
something that 1s satisfactory for you; I would only suggest that you
make sure that you have notations regarding the sources of all of your
information; most of the time, we can collect conflicting data about almost
every individual, it 1is then that the source of each pilece of information
becomes important in helping to determine the accuracy of each part, On
the reverse of the sheet, I have made notes that can be used to amplify
the 'story' of the individual and help to have them become real persons
for those of their descendants who are interested enough to read about
them.

There is much help, and an excellent bibliography, in Doane's
Searching for Your Ancestors, published bu the University of Minnesota
Press. He is properly specific in the chapter on "How to Arrange a
Genenalogy,'wthat I try to follow exactly the order and information that
he says 1s necessary,

As I reread the first page of this letter, I am afrald th&t’I
may have created the impression that I was taking upon myself this re-
sponsibility of producing a Caviness Genealogy complete. This I would not
wish to do, for my plans are to assemble as accurately as possible, all
of the information that I can, and then leave it to each line of the family
to add to it as much as they wished to do. My plans include using good
rag paper of typing size,assembled in a three-hole folder, and with a
cataloguing system so arranged that the numbering will not be interrupted
as new members are added in each generation.

If there is anything that I can do to be helpful in your work,
please feel free to ask, and I will surely appreciate the help that you
can give me in checking the accuracy of the data that I have about the
Kirby part of the family. Do you have any large amount of information
about him?

Hoping to hear from you again,

I am sincerely,

{,&U‘?‘L é Cll(/‘-/di‘v»f/bcw

(Mrs. Leigh C. Anderson)
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TO

MVS L C, [e.

[ 20 Lincoln 119 Vilura FkWY.

[4 N A:éi M.k %oa Moines, lowa 50310
# ] C 4‘3”'51 April 8’ 1 65

pear Mrs. Anderson,

I am attempting to compile jnformation on Iy family genealogy
4o write our family history and am very much 1r_l§erest.ed irn
obtaining additional {nformation on the Caviness pranch.
Gladys Werritt Halden gave 1§ Mother, Mrs. Werk Blliott,

your name and address and sugzgested I contact ¥you.

said you were related to Teon caviness who wasg writing

1 do not know who you or leon are bub presume we are rela-
btives., My Creat great Grandfather was Kirby Cgviness who
resided a falr portion of his 1ife in Jeffers - Co,., lowa.
One of my Great Grandmothers was his daughter pachel who

ghrough Iowa census records of 1856, 160, & '70, which
give property ovned, state of birth, occupation, names,
of members of the household and age in years. ﬁosidoa
names and dates 1 am very much interested in obtaining
biographical ini‘ormation on them, In going through the
census records 1ooking for Kirby, i discovered an Alfred
g%igig 1iving close by ;);at :ilso came from North Carolina
e years younger than Kirby. Alfred had a 8
old lady by the name of Rachel Os{urn or 6%'00:‘;: thz:%' { “
imagine was his mother in law, As Kirby's wife was
%s:;e:ogglea::i'n ag% f&eg'e gameng their first daughter Rachel,
the two ooninge By brothers,a Kirby married sisters, and

I will appreciate very mich if you can assist me with
additional information, I also will be glad to exchange

any information with you that I mi
Y Yy ght dig up on the

Sincerely,

o 4 ELT

Loren S, Elliott



