
John Elwald
In the later part of the fourteenth century, there was a Richard Elwald of Nicholforest, 
Nicholas Elwald on in a wooded suburb of Edinburgh called Elwaldside, now there is 
and John Elwald in 1418, was and early rector of a school which was getting started and 
that would be St. Andrews University.

In the mid thirteenth century, a serf by the name of Joseph Fitz Elwold was sold to the 
priority of Coldingham, and this is the earliest record of an Elwald which was found to 
enter the church.

First time that it is found an Elwald is mentioned with a Forester. This is felt to be at the 
time a personal name Elwald based on “son of” becomes a surname. It seems as those 
living near the border on border lands felt that land was common, and not of land 
ownership. The Armstrong, Croser, and Elwald united border allies, seem to get a strong 
educational start with in the education of the church in the late fourteenth and early 
thirteenth centuries.

Gilbert Armstrong;



This information is to show that an Armstrong was able to make it in the church in the 
later half of the fourteenth century.



William Croyser;

William has connections in Teviotdale, Glasgow, and Cavers.

The given information is to show that John Elwald (more info to be given), and William 
Croyser (Crosar, Crozier), have strong links through the chuch at the time.



Now John Elwald;



Note; provostry of Bothwell, John Elwald rector. 



John Elwald at St Andrews in 1418.





John Elwald of the Selkirk Regis 1420, provostship of Bothwell, 
again mentioned.



Provosity of  Bothwell, Archibald Douglas, fifth earl of Douglas (not 
Angus) seems to bring John Elwald to Kirkandrews.



Where is Kirkandrews in the diocese of Whitethorne?





In the Saxton map of 1576 there is a Tower of Graham at Kirkandrews on the 
Esk, but no church. Because the name Kirkandrews means the church of St 
Andrews, in 1576 it meant there was a church of Kirkandrews there at one 
time. Note; it is the word wood an not the word woods used on these maps.



In the 1612 it is from my understanding the the church was rebuilt 
by the Grahams.  This Kirkandrews is on the Esk, there is another 
Kirkandrews on the Eden, and between the Eden and Esk is the 
Leven/Levyn Flu (stream) where the traitors/thiefs of Leven are 
from. Thieves of Levyn migrating into the Liddesdale region are 
Elwald, Armstrong, and Douglas fighting in support of a Walter 
Scott.



It can be seen the last two maps created after the Union of the 
Crowns, have no peel towers, on them. It was the border reivers 
along with their towers which separated England from Scotland. 



Graham Tower  at the new Kirkandrews on the Esk.

It should be noted; Historically, people have chosen people from high up in 
religion for a name. Elwald, could have been picked as a surname in the 
Kirkandrews are, of people or religious followers of him as a rector of 
Kirkandrews, this would also produce a diversity of Y-DNA coming out of 
this region.
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