Kerr-Elwald

KERR.
A marsh. The family are descended from
e° ) Ralph and Robert Ker of Ker Hall in Lanca-
-] shire, who were living in Roxburghshire in
Fi=anum and sianteanoniy 1340, when Robert Ker obtained from David
Yosatian ot II, the lands of Oultoburn, and was ancestor
";alph o of the Kerrs of Cesford. Ralph Ker was the

founder of the family of Kerr of Ferniherst.

The above 1s felt for the Kerrs of Cessford and
Ferniherst, but not all Kerrs.

MEMOIR

OF

Sir Wobert FKerr, Earl of Ancram.

Correspondence of Sir Robert Kern, Volume 1
Ev Robert Kerr Ancram ([1st earl e illiam Kerr Earl of Lothian

R CCORDING to the wvarious accounts given by Peerage
Bl and other writers, the ancient and noble FamiLy oF
Kerr were of Anglo-Norman lineage, and defcended
of two brothers who fettled in Scotland in the thirteenth
century. Their defcendants branched off into two feparate races of
Border chieftains, each afferting their own title as chief of the name
—the Kerrs of Fernichirft, now reprefented by the MarQuEss oF
LoTtHiax, and the Kerrs of Cefsfurd by the Duke oF ROXBURGHE.
From the preceding genealogical tables it will be feen that
RoeerT KEerr of Ancram, third fon of |Sir Andrew Kerr of Fernie-|
hirft, was the grandfather of Sir Robert Kerr who became firft Earl
of Ancram. He died in February 1588, leaving by his wife, Ifobel
| Hume, daughter of Hume|of Wedderburn, a fon,
WiLLiam Kerr of Ancram, who married Margaret Dundas,
daughter of Alexander Dundas of Fingafk, and had four fons—




The above feels the Kerr are Anglo-Norman

A description of the parish of Melrose: in answer to Mr. Maitland's queries ...
By Adam Milne
X4 A Defeription

ed Male Reprefentatives of the ancient Fa-
mily of Gala/biels. It appears by the Grave-
ftones here, that 'thc?r have. matched with
very honourable Families, as with the Lun-
dins of that Ilk, with the Homes of Wed-
derburn,and one of them with Sophia Sho-
ner a Dane, Maid of Honour to Queen

LAnne of Denmark.
On the North-fide of the Church within,

at the Entry called the Valley-gate, is the
Burial-place of the Kers of Zair, fince of
Sutheriand-bhall, where their Arms are to
be feen on the Wall, viz, A%Staa ’s Head|e-
rafed on a Cheveron, three Stars with this
Infcriptiod below, Here lies the Race of
the Houfe of Zair.

Trying to locate Ker Hall, Lancashire, House of Zair/Yair,
Sutherland-hall.



Tuese of theSirname of KER| give for their proper Figures, a Cheveros
charged with Stars, which Tome blazon Mullers; But of the Diltinétion betwixt Stars and
Mullets afterwards. There were two principal Families of this Name in the Coun-
ty of Roxbargh, wiz. Cefsfurd and Fernicherfl, who are faid to have their Rife
from two Brothers, | Ralph and Robert, Sons of the Family of K ER of K ER-
H A LL, in Lansafbire ; |originally from the Family of KER in Normandie, who
came over with William the Conqueror, to England. Which of thefe two Brothers
were eldelt, is not determined, nor the precife Time when they came to Scorlamd ;
~but it is faid in the Reign of King Devid II. And that Rebert got from that King the
Lands of Olronbwrn, lying upon the Water of Bowmosnt, the Original of the Houfe of
Cefsford, Earls, and now Duke of Roxburgh. Their Atchievment is quarterly, 1 and 4,
Vert, on @ Cheveron between three Unicorns Heads erafed Argent, as many Stars Sable,
as Ker of Cefsford ; they had formerly the Field of their Arms Gules, as others of the
Name, till one of the Lairds of Cefsford was killed fighting valiantly againft the Ensg-
J;{Ll;in a green Ficld, in the Reign of Kinggamsl'\f. Whereupon he orJ;:rcd for the future
that the Field of Arms of that Family fhould be Vert, in Remembrance thereof. As
Sir George Mackenz.e in his Manufcipt of Genealogies. 1 am much of the Opinion, that
it was then that the Family got by way of (..'oncel%lon, the Unreorns Heads being a Part of
the Royal Enfign ; 2d and 3d Gules, rhree Mafeles Or, for the Name of Weapont, which
Arms are fupported by two Sevages, proper, wreathed about the Middle with Lawrel
holding Battons over their Shoulders, Kandin upon @ Compartment, whereupon are fre-
quently thefe Words, Omae folum forts patria eff ; and for Crefty, an Unicors’s Hean
erafed Argent, meaned and hormed Or ; with the Motto, Pro Clrifto &5 Patria dulee pe-
viculum. ' >

THE

It 1s felt that the Kerr are from Normany.

|Beatty, Burn, Dunn, Carlisle, Carlton, Carruthers, Coulter, Cuthbert, Dalgliesh, Drysdale,
| Glendenning, Glenn, Gowland, Halliday, K Y
Gaelic/Pictish/Celtic Briton | although family may be Hiberno-WNorse in on
| Moffit, Pringle (from the Welsh "Hoppringle
e g,h (also derived from OF "Wealh", meaning N el

;;'3&]'115]1 Barraford (or Beresford), Collingwood, Craw [:Cf.ro'-.vl Dodd. Elliott [-:L Fenwick,

Anglo-Saxon

Anglo-Saxon or Norman

. Gordon, Graham,_ Jardine,_
;Liﬂdﬁﬁj,’= Lisle (from "L'Isle v, Oliver, Percy. Sommerville, Stewart.
f'_Tel‘E'ord [:;ﬁ'om "Ta.ﬁafer";} and r |
;A]lison (from "McAlister", via Alisdair Mor, descendant of Somerled - Cumbrian variant Ellison can|
Norse or Danish | also be from the Norse), Bogue, Gilchrist, Hetherington, Kerr (from "Kjarr"), Ogle, Orr, Ridley,
;_Sall-:eld__ Stora_j_-': Tait, Wharton
;Andersml: Robinson (a sept of Clan Gunn) and Wilson may sometimes be Norse. Davison,
| Thomson, Henderson and Wilkinson may be Celtic families. Jackson, Simpson, Robson, Nixon,
| Dixon, Hodgson and Watson may be Anglo-Saxon. Stephenson could be Celtic or Norman.
| Tohnston and Johnson are more often than not variations of one another.

Norman or Flemish

Patronymic

Occupational Name

Local Scottish or Place Name |

Thttp: Ao free



Kerr above is said to be Norse or Danish.

| THE K?R}l? N
Thomas Family of Talbot County. Marvland, and Allied Families

By Richard Henry Spencer

The Cars, Carrs, Kers and Kerrs are all one family. The
surname is widely distributed, being found in| Norway |and
France,| a8 well as in England and Scotland. The name of
Ker or Kerr is of| Scandinavian origin.| It is found in the early
North Saga of tenth century date, in which the deeds and voy-
ages of Kari, the Icelander are described. It is said to have
entered England with the followers of William the Congueror,
and a Karre certainly appears in the Roll of Battle Abbey, but
that document is now generally discredited. The name is not
in Domesday Book, but it may have come in a later immigra-

tion from either Normandy or Brittany. Genealogists say,
however, that “no link between the Border Kers and any par-
ticular Nﬂrn:mn ancestor entermg mther England or Scotland

the ﬁrst ﬂf the name on recnrd in Scotland, app
as a witness to the perambulations of the bounds -:rt'
Manor, belonging to the See of Glasgow,|in the reign of Wii]imn
the Lion, [1165-1214.] [Richard Ker,| the next on record, is
referred to in|[1245,|in a Charter to|Melrose Abbey| founded by
King David i, 1124-1153, now so picturesque in its ruinous
solitude and so rich in historic and poetic association. The
witchery of the place, the magie, the singular beauty of it
all is incomparable. Here, within its crumbling walls, en-
shrouded in ivy, Sir Walter Scott often lingered and mused
awhile.

"“If thou would'st view fair Melrose aright,
Go visit it by the pale moon-light;
For the gay beams of lightsome day
Gild, but to flout, the ruine gray;
When the broken arches are black in night,
And each shafted oriel glimmers white;

127



Kerr are said to be of Scandinavian origin.

Witoun X 7 @

L
0

Stobs/Stoba_

\ ' A s
Melrose is further north.
Robert Elwald and father Alan was of Rimington, Lancashire, 1305




128 THE KERRS

Thomas Family

of Talbot When the cold light's uncertain shower

Counky, Btreams on the ruined central tower:
Marvliand, awd - - . - - . &

Allied Families Then go—but go alone the while—

By Richard — qyen view St. David's ruined pile;

Henry Spencer s.4 home returning, soothly swear
Was never eeene go aad and fair."'

:‘L'IM_KEﬂm defendant in & case before the Justices of
Wew Castle-on-Tyne, in June 1231 ) and the names nf|Rnhertua|
| de Kari |and |[Johannes Kir|appear in| 13th century| handwriting

@rhnm| These seem to be the first of the name on record

in England.

|Niml Ker of Peebleshire |signed the Ragman's Holl in| 1206,
as did [Andrew del Ker of Stirlingshire| The Ragman’s Roll ia
& list of all the Scotch barons and men of note who subseribed
on a roll of parchment their fealty to Edward i. It contains
the largest and most authentic enumeration extant of the nobil-
ity, barons, landholdera, burgessea and clergy of Scotland prior
to the l4th eentury. For many years after the Conguest the
name is found only in isolated instances in the public records
and not until the beginning of the 14th century does it become
frequent. It is often found then in the Pateni folls and the
Hundred Rolls and other records in England as del Ker, or
Carr or Ker.

In the reign of David ii, about the year 1357, when Jobn|

| Ker, of the Forest of Selkirk,|acquired the lands of [Auldtoun-]|
[burn] various families of Kers or Kerrs also acquired lands in
Peeblesshire, Haddingtonshire, Dumfriesshire, Lanarkshire,
Sterlingshire, and in Aberdeen. From this it would seem that
though probably of the same stock, there are many families
of the name in Scotland who are not descended from the great
Border Houses of |Cessford and Fernieherst| who first settled
in Teviotdale, at Anerum, Cessford and Fernieherst.

These Kers were very powerful on the Border, their influence
extending from the village of Preston Grange in Lothian to
the limits of England. Cessford Castle, the ancient baronial
residence of the family, is situated on a ridge inclining towards




£ Kerhope River
- (valleyof the Ker)

il
of :

: iy ""%be'nningoftheKerhope G1l.s ].aﬂd‘ -
e,




It is felt that the Kerr, of Cessford, and Ferinhurst, are derived from
Scandinavian-Norman (French) stock. This tendency of families to
migrate north are strong. It is felt that the Normans had a strong
sense of land ownership as compared to the Armstrong and Elwald
of the region. Gilbert is an Elwald seems to be a name which is more
north and west then the Liddesdale Elwald, and the name Gilbert

seems to have stronger association to the Kerr of Ferinhurst.
T PROCEEDINGS OF THE S0CIETY, JANUDARY 12, 1925

with the pertinents in maner and fourme az is befor sayd tham it sal ba
leffull to the sayde Sir Hobt his ayeris or successouris of lyne or of talze
hiz or thair .H..‘?sjgli_}'s 1o resalfe the su.:.rn:] hj“d[i. al Lhe Feorule with the
pertinents and to resayse ns is befor
#30 sayde at thir awyn handis in foo
and heritage for evirmar the for-
auyd somme of mone beand left
upon the he altar of the sayd abbay
befor notar wikiness aa is forsayd
b the sayde Sir Hobt his ayeris
or sueeessouris forsaide and at sll
the conditiounis artikyll and poynt-
mentis Jely and treuly sal be kepit
in all mener fourme and effecs as is
hafor 1.1.'r"|.-l:-|;.;,':r'|. I the qu.;l.'fl. Androw
Ker for me and myn ayveris forsayde
haly evangell tuychyt has gyffyn o
bodelik acht  And to the mar sekyrie
to this my present lettres of rever-
siong has hungyn my sele in the
toune of Jedworth the tend daye of
the moneth of June the yher of god
a thousande four hundreth fyfiy
and thee vhoris befor thir wittnes
John of Aynisle 4
Maister Philip [torn | Gilbert Elwald]
Thom Robson, Sie Patk, of Fother-
ingham priest aond pablic nolary aod
" many uthirs,
Fig: 1. Seal of Andrew Ker. I have heen permitted to eom-
parre this seal with one attached to o
Procuratory of Resignation of 15th February 1480 which is much more
elearly defined.  The chevron carries three mullets and the helmet above
the shield bears a stag's head. The legend is 5. ANDRE KAR [or Car?].

1L —14% Dee. 2. TusrrumesT oF Resiexarios by Winnras ConviLie
of xnam, of the half lands of Feoroule, in favour n.
of Over Crailing.—A notarial copy on paper.

| Translation.]
In the name of God, amen. By this present public Instrament, be
it manifest and known, that in the vear of the incarnation of oor Lord

The Kerr are felt to be Anglo-Norman, and the Elwald are felt to be
Anglo-Dane, and the stag symbol, Anglo-Saxon of King Elfwald.

Stag symbol could be Anglo, because that is what is in common.



Elwald and Kerr both have evidence of being in Lancashire county
in the fourteenth century before both coming to the border region.

3 et Elwald of Remyngton beeause he did not prosecute
Alan, his father,/and Francis de Jarum, his pledges, 40,

From Peter de Herdwyk becauss he did not prosceute Henry ode
Lgsewell and Robert lo Loverdessone, bis pledpes, 105,

From Thomas de Thurstanton becsuse he did not proseente Geofllroy
Borel of Thurston and Balph de Shotton, his pledges, 2s.

From Ralph de Langeton, illuminator (fwmyaonr) for o false claim
againat Juhn Whitwyn, 124,

From Willinm Calfhird of Durbam Dbecause he did not prosecute
againat Hugh de Wherindon, Gd.

Calendar of the Close Rolls, Volumes 1302-1307

Robert Elwald of Remyngton because he did not
prosecute Alan, his father, and Francis de Jaruphis
pledges, 40d

156 CALENDAR OF CLOSE ROLLS.

It is felt that the Elwald and Kerr being felt to be Anglo then meeting
again on the borders, may have some things in common.



It 1s felt that there is a migration northward of the Graham, Croyser,
Elwald, and now Kerr. The above shows where the names of the
Graham, Croyser and Elwald likely were brought to the border from
or near. This locality is a region of Anglo-Saxon settlements, though
it 1s felt that Croyser may be French, not necessary Norman like the
Kerr.

Mark Elliott 4/15/2013



Additions;

«

The origins of the name Ker or Kerr are unclear, but the name 1s thought to
be derived from either the Norse ‘kjart’, meaning copse. or ‘cearr’, the Gaelic for
left-handed. Since the Kers came originally from Norway, the Norse derivation
would seem most likely. However, the Ker fanuly do have a tradition of left-
handedness. Sir Andrew Kerr. who led the Kerrs at the Battle of Flodden in
1513, was left-handed. and tramned his men to fight left-handed as well, since
it was a good way of confusing the enemy. Several of the Kerr family homes
are built for left-handed use. particularly the 16th-century FERNIEHURSTCASTLE,
which has a famous ‘Lelt-Handed Staircase’ spiralling the wrong way.

I Never Enew That Ahout the . :
Scottish i_%”'[— - -Tf"fjl
By Christopher Winn " IK}'} Ty |
e .-s £ '
'r!i i'?j_'.-..h.,.‘
A Tk
[ g Ba i

Ferniehurst Castle

The first Ker to appear in|Scotland was JOHNKER, a hunter of Swynhope,
whose two sons Ralph and John settled near Jedburgh around 1330, and from
whom the two main branches of Kers descend. THEKERS OFFERNIEHURST, now
MARQUESSES OFLOTHIAN, descend from the eldest son Ralph. while the KERs
OFCESSFORD, now DUKES OFROXBURGHE, descend from John,

C A [ familytreemaker.genealogy.com/users/i/s/e/Tianne-M-Isenhower/BOOK-0001,/0010-0001.htm & e

KERR NAME HISTORY AND VARIANTS

Scots and North English Variants Ker; Keir; Karr; Carr; Carre. Cognates Danish : Kj'r, Ki'r. Other : de Ker, de Karis {Based on the notes given in the Oxford
Dictionary of Surnames and elsewhere.} Possible derivations Kerr is a topographic name for someone who lived near a patch of wet ground overgrown with

brushwood; Northern Middle English kerr or kerl [Old Norse and Icelandic kjarr brushwood or marshy land]l The promumnciation ka:(r)/ reflects the Middle English

change of -er- to -ar seen in the variant spelling CARR.

An alternative derivation of Kerr is that the name was derived from the Celtic word 'caer’ meaning strength or stronghold. A third theory has it that the name is
derived from the Norse name "kjarr” which arrived in Scotland either directly with Viking invaders or via the Normans, who had their origins in Scandinavia.
Promunciation There is continuing controversy about the pronunciation of the Kerr name. Modern Scots make it sound almost like 'care’ or 'kehr, like the first syllable
of 'merry'. To the Northern English it is pronounced "cur', while the Border aristocracy and affected English render it as 'car’. Left Handed Kerrs The Kerrs were
notoriously left-handed. building the stair cases in their peel towers anti-clockwise.

John Kerr, hunter of Swinhope, and Ker being derived from Old
Norse meaning marshy land.



swamp or alluvium

NORTH
SEA

Voo~ .. DANISH
It is marshy around Swinhope.

Elwald are next to Kerr on clan map.



5 i ‘ Ir‘ % |\:§R : -‘;
Migration patterns of Elwald and Kerr.



Transactions of the Historic Society of Lancashire and
Cheshire ..., Volume 34

310 LANCASHIRE INQUESTS, EXTENTS, ETC.

John de Bellewe held the valley of Kentemer of the
inheritance of the said Ladrayne, in chief of the King by
the service of the sixth part of one knight's fee. He held
no other lands in the co. of Westmorland.

They also say that Nicholas, son of Miles de Stapelton,
and Sybil [his wife], daughter of the said John and
Ladrayne, is the next heir of the moiety of that land,
and that he is of the age of 15 years; that Joan, wife of
Aucher fitz Henry, daughter of the said John and Ladrayne,
aged 24 years, is the next heir of the other moiety.

LXXXIV. MICHAEL SON OF JOHN DE HOLE.
[20 EDWARD 1., No. 100; ¢ 28 EpWARD [, No. 50.]

WariT dated it:._:I-_i_-'_i_:_?_-l:_j'_l_cE!_j_l.'l_l_'!ﬁ_ Imh,zg_th}rm directed to the sheriff
o@ to inquire respecting the lands which were of Michael son of
John de Hole, who was of Scotch birth (de progende Scotorsem), and tarrying
in the parts of Scotland with his parents, whicand Joan his wife,
sister of the said Michael demanded (pefierzersr) should be delivered to them, as

the inheritance of Joan.
Another writ to the same dated May t2th, 20th year (1301}

324 HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES

A LIST OF THE REPRESENTATIVES IN PARLIAMENT
OF THE BOROUGH OF LANCASTER.

1295 Lambertus le Dispencer.—Willielmus le Chaunter.*

1295 Radulpus filius Thome, —Willielmus le Chaunter.

1300 Wiilielmus le Chaunter.—Joharnes Lawrence (of Ashton Hall).

1306 Johannes de Lancastria.—Robertus de Berwyk.

1306 Willielmus le Sleyne.—Johannes de Lancastria. The history and

1307 Willielmus le Sleyne.—Ricardus Pernaunt. antiquities of the

1314 Willielmus Dallynge.—Johannes de Wyersdale.  town of

1326 Willielmus Lawrence.—Johannes de Brockholes. Bv Robert

1326 Johannes Cort,| de Laneastria.—~Adamus de Walton. _Y

1327 Nicholaus de Lancastria.—Henricus Burgeys. Simpson

1327 Jahannes|de Ker.,—Laurentius Bulk.

1328 Johannes Cort de Lancastria.—Adamus de Walton.

1328 Adamus filius Simonis.—Johannes le Ker. e

1330 Willielmus Balrown.—Johannes le Bulk. 4o xor of Kery @

1330 Robertus Balrown.—Johannes le Ker.

1331 to 1338 No returns found.$

1339 Johannes de Lancastria.—Robertus Berwyke.
F *® ]

#*




Early Ker of Lancashire are Alan and John. Alan is also an early
Elwald name of Lancashire.

Y-DNA of Kerr compared to mine;

FYQWR Elhott Treland Elb 142414 1111141212111313 2016 21011 112515192915151717
SEYDN Elliott Scotland or Ulster Elb 1424141111141212111313 2916 921011 112515193015151717
FC3IEN Tant (Tate) Bntish-1T5A Elb 142414 1111141212111313 2918 21011 112515182915151717
FBETUZ 2w Elhott Britizh Izles Blb 1424141111141212111313 3016 21011 1125151929015151717
975GU Elhott Bnitish Isles Elb 142414 1111141212111313 3016 91011 112515192915151717
TBSFU Ketr (Carr) Ulster (Donegal) Elb 14241411111412121113142017 21011 112515193015151718

TCBWY W Armstrong Ulster (Fermanagh) Elb 1424141111141212121313 29
VECAR Tait British-Canada Elb 1424141111141212121313 29
IBXGY Tait (Tate) British-TSA Klb 1424141111141212121313 29
TURSE Scott British Isles Elb1424141111141212121313 29
DQTOS Tait Scotland (Borders) Bl 1424141111141212121313 2017 91011112515182915151617

My Y-DNA is SEYDN.

~ Time to Most Recent Common Ancestor ( ears] B |
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- Infinite allele mutation maodel is used
- Average mutation rate varies: 0.0027 to 0.0027
rates derived by Doug McDonald from the Sorenson database
-Yalues on the diagonal indicate number of markers tested
- Probability is 50% that the TMRCA is no longer than indicated
- Average generaton: 30 years

The group of Elliott (Elwald) which am in closely compares to
Kerrs.
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KERR

In Great Britain 1 25 206 people share the surname Kerr according to our estimation
The surname Karr is the 274th most common name in Great Britain.

all about the name Kerr =
Geographical spread - Data by county - Sorted by county

GEOGRAPHICAL SPREAD

This map shows the geegraphical spread by county of surname Kerr in Great Britain, For example you can see
below that ower 5 % people whose name is Kerr live in Inverclyde,

surname bread
crumbs for
Ker of Morman
migration
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Surname distribution bread crumbs are indicative of Norman origins
for the Kerr.

Mark Elliott 5/22/2013



